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BULLETIN OF UNEMPLOYMENT AND SICKNESS BENEFITS ST/TISTICS 


st 


YEAR ENDED JUNE, 1°47. | 
1, GENERAL 2 


This survey issued by the Commonwealth Statistician (Dr, Roland Wilson) 
covers the second year's operations of the Unemployment and Sickness Benefits Act 1944 
(from lst July, 1947, Part VII of the Social Services Consolidation Act 1947) = for the 
year ended June, 1947. 


In addition to the informetion conteined herein, further tables for the 
year have ee included in the June, 1947 Bulletin issued on 23rd September, 1947 
ee 2372) « 


The Act provides for the payment of benefit to persons whose normal 
earnings have been interrupted through unemployment or temporary incapacity. It also 
provides a third class of benefit - designated Special Benefit - which gives a measure 
of assistance to those persons who, on account of some special circumstances, cannot 
comply with the statutory requirements relating to unemployment or sickness benefit, and 
who are prevented from earning a livelihood and are in need, 


The number of recipients of benefit do not embrace the total unemployment 
and sickness in the commurity. Unemployment or sickness of less than seven days! 
duration is not covered due to the provision in the Act of a "waiting period" of this 
length of time during which no benefit is payable, Permanent incapacity is not 
included as this is covered by the Invalid and Old-age Pensions Act, (from lst July, 
1947 the Age and Invalid section of the Social Services Consolidation Act 1947), The 
applicetion of a "means test" excludes another group from benefit. The inclusion of 
claims rejected - see Section 8 - completes the coverage of 211 persons applying for 
benefit, irrespective of whether their cleims are aovroved or rejected, 


The number of “persons on benefit" in this summary relates to principal 
beneficiaries who would normally be breadwinners, Dependants of such beneficiaries are 
not included. 


The information contained in this bulletin has been compiled from data 
made available by the Department of Social Services, It was statdd in the bulletin 
reviewing .4nefirst year's (year ended June, 1946) operetions of the Act that, at the 
date tebulations were commenced (27th July, 1946), many advices relating to that year 
had not been received by this Bureau end were therefore excluded from the published 
figures, These advices have been included in the ycar now umder review except that in 

Sections 3, 4 (i), 5 (i), 6 (iv) and 6 (v) they have been allocated to their correct 
month and year of admission or discontinuance, Thus there will be a discrepancy between 
the above-mentioned and other Sections of this Bulletin, The position is thet 3,521 
claims admitted (1,910 unemployment, 1457 sickness and 154 special) and 6,055 benefits 
discontinued (3,926 unemployment, 2,041 sickness end SS special) during 1945-16 have 
been included in the 1946-4'7 tabuletions and no adjustment has been made except in the 
above-mentioned Sections, The situation is the same at the and of 1946-47 in that some 
advices relating to that year were not received mtil after the tabulations were begun 
and they will therefore be included in the followins year, However the numbers 
involved will be much smaller due mainly to the tabulations having been commenced at a 
date further removed from 30th June (15th August, 1947 as against 27th July, 1946) but 
also to more prompt despatch of advices to this Bureau, 
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2, BENEFITS PAID. 
and 1947:- 


BENEFITS PAID DURING 1945-46 AND 1946-47: STATES 
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Unemployment Special _ 


State 1945= | 1946- 
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New South Wales(a) | 275,205 6,772 

Victoria 28,234! 159,061 912! 6,839 347, 584 
Queensland 108,138 | 441,048 G24, | 7,826 549,405 
South Australia(b) 206; 1,769 96,304 
Western Australia 654| 2,918 171,768 


12..870 
525,869 726,014 4,273 | 27,939}4055,212 | 1,664,776 


Tasmania 
TOTAL 





525,070 


(a) Includes Australian Capital Tefritory. (b) Includes Northern Territory. 


910,823 











(ii) All Benefits - Average Payments: Average weekly payments per beneficiary and the 
average amount of benefit paid per benefit discontinued are s’iown for each of the years 
ended June, 1946 and 1947 in the following tables:- 


AVERAGE WEEKLY PAYMENT PER BENEFICIARY (2) DURING 1945-/.6 and 1946-47 : STATES 








New South Wales (b) 
Victoria 
Queensland 

South Australia(c) 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 


TOTAL 








(a) Average weekly payments divided by average number of persons on benefit at end of _ 
each week, (b) @ecludes Australian Capital Territory. (c) Includes Northern Territory. 
n 


State 





New South Wales (pb) 
Victoria 
Queensland 

South Australia(c) 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 


TOTAL 


det 
Ree | cae 


The very low average unemployment benefit paid in 1945-46 was due mainly to the ghort 
duration of the large number of benefits granted in New South Wales and South Australia 
in December, 1945 and early January, 1946, due to power rationing. 





3. 


(iii) Unemployment Benefits : Monthly State Totals: The amounts paid in unemployment 
pbenefit in each State during each month of the year ended June, 1947, were as followste 


| UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS PAID DURING EACH MONTH OF 1946-47 3 STATES 

















































ee ce eres tend, reat) | anstenan PODS] tasted 
1946 = £ £ | B £ £ £ 
July 10,013 piellcys 3,045 10,462 623 63,418 
jugust 12,452 32 290 2,181 11,726 755 | 65,501 
September 12,702 19,999 1,998 10,277 966 BY OLA 
October 12,379 19,090 927 ig, We 993 | 48,726 
November nee 21,528 900 15,102 PT |} aie 
December T2287 21,194 25507 IZs3o7 (20 90,791 
W947 - 

January 25,618 53 067 2,743 9,978 834 | 151,889 
February 19,723 66,900 1,820 pies 333 | 102,961 
March 52,615 1,203 5775 405 | 82,515 
April ASPs yall 862 5825 509 75,168 
“Hay 38,868 876 6,820 524. | 72,183 

_ June 250028 | 92 56 366 | 49.137 
ee 1916=1,7 441,048 20,064 eo ee 710,823 | 





At 30th June, 1946, 13,989 persons were in receipt of benefit comprising 
6,873 unemployment, 6,920 sickness and 196 special See i pera the year ended“June, 
1947, 136,212 claims were admitted (78,578 unemployment, 56,028 sickness and 1,606 special) 
whilst 134,054 benefits were discontinued (79,243 unemployment, 53,465 sickness and ],346 
special) leaving 16,147 benefits in force at 28th.June, 1947 (6,208 unemployment, 9,483 
sickness and 456 specical). 


The total number of benefits granted and discontinued during the year ended 


June, 1947 and persons on benefit at the beginning and end of that year, in each class of 
benefit, is shown in the following table:- 
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a a ie a MOE eRe ES MEN NS rae 
On benefit at 


Claims admitted Discontinuances On benefit at | 






















pose’ | 20th June, 1946 | during 1946- 6-27 _| 28th June, 1947 
a | Males | Females Males | Females Females. 
Unemployment | 6,576 297 73 4379 5,199 5 9269 
Sickness 5 628 1,292 45 024 LOO? 
‘Special 56 140 anes 210 
Be (Or, | 12,260 | 1,729 | 119,674} 16,538 | 118,498 | 15,556 














NOTRE: For monthly figures of claims admitted and discontinuances from July, 1946 to 
June, 1947 see June, 1947 Bulletin. 
A. CLAIMS ADMITTED DURING YEAR 
(See also pages 6 and 11) 
’ (i) Total Persons, State Totals: The following table shows the number of persons 
in each State admitted to benefit during the year ended June, 1947:- 


NUMBER OF PERSONS ADMITTED TO BENEFIT DURING 1946-47 : STATES 


es ae enon tees nen a a a a en a oe ee ne ne ere a ee enn 





















Stato __Sickness : Tovad 
Se Males Females] Males Males _Persons 
New South Wales (a. 15,798 3,725) 336 28431 32,635 
Victoria 10,967 3,242 ; 27000 30,889 
queensland Cpls by2h5 39604, 4d. 480 
outh Australia (b) 5,015 961 64,50 7,453 
estern Australia ee) Seo! 319 1711 17,846 | 
asmania [oe 2,050 412 melt 23909 
Total 1946-27 45,024; 11,00411,271 119674 136,212 


Total 1945-46 65,455 | 12,289 | 33,178, 6,724] 242] —194| 98875 118.02 | 


(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory, (b) "Includes Northern Territory, 
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(ii) Classification of Beneficiaries by Age, Conjugal Condition and Dependants: 
In the following table claimants whose admission to benefit was notified during the year 
ended June, 1947, have been classified according to type of claimant as determined by the 
maximum benefit appropriate to the age and conjugal condition of the beneficiary and the 
number of dependants in respect of whome the beneficiary was cntitled to benefit:- 





a a ee a a ee Se a TT 













- (ss SRS Le ye SS an ah a a 9 een Te 
Type of Claimant | en Unemployment Sickness a Total (a) 
(at date of commencement Eas a ar 
on benefit) oe Femalcs| Males 
| Suiting 
Under 18 years unmarried- 
_ with no dependants 15 1,349) 3,120 
with dependent child 20 1 iL 


18-21 years, unmarried - 

| with no dependants 
with dependent child 

Qver 21 years, unmarried- 
with no dependants 


20 
25 





25 5 532] 33 346 





with dependent child 30 Zi6} 1,092 
Any age, married = 

with no dependants O23) Alls 

with dependent spouse IAT TAS 


with dependent spouse 
and child 
with dependent child 
(no dependent spouse) 
TOTAL 11,255|12 
(a) Includes special Benefits ( 1,388 males, 378 females, 1,766 persons), 
NOTE: Unmarried includes widowed and divorced, 
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The preceding table shows the maximum rate applicable to each type of beneficiary. 
The actual benefit paid was less in many cases due to the application of a "mcans test" as 
to income. 


lAs9 per cent. of the beneficiaries (38.5 per cent. of males, 91,2 per cent, of 
females) did not receive any additional benefit in respect of dependants while 32.8 per 
cent. (37.3 per cent. of males, 0,1 per cent, of females) received additional benefits in 
respect of dependent spouse and child, 19.8 per cent. (22,5 per cent. of males,0.1 per cent, 
of females) in respect of dependent spouse only and 2.5 per cen’ (1.7 per cent of males, 
8.6 per cent. of females) in respect of dependent child only, 


57.6 per cent. of the beneficiaries were marricd - 64.0 per cent, of males and 
11.4 per cent. of females, 


(111) Classification by Maximum Rate of Benefit: In the following table admissions 
to unemployment and sickness benefits notified in cach State during the year ended June, 
1947 have been classified according to the maximum rates of beuefit applicable to each 
Class of beneficiary and expressed as percentages to total admissions. The average 


laximum rate is also shown for each State, 


CLAIMS ADMITTED DURING 1946-47 : MAXIMUM RATES OF BENEFIT :STATES. 












Meximum 
Rate 
wer _ week 

-shillings 

b 15 
20 

eo 

30 





New South Victoria 








om 


iM CLAIMS ADMITTED DURING 1946-47 : MAXIMUM Ru.TES OF BENEFIT : STATES 
"(Continued 
Sickness __ Sone een 


A NS 











Victoria 
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Ta) Includes Australian Capital Territory. (b) Includes Northern Territory. (c) This 

low average maximum rate is due to the relatively high proportion of females most of whom 
were in receipt of benefit for a very short period only. Thus, while they affect 
appreciably the average maximum rate per claim admitted, they have a much smaller 
influcnce on the average weekly payment per beneficiary (see Table 2 (ii), page 2 


NOTE: The actual rate per weck was less than the maximum in many cases due to the 
application of a "means test" as to income. 
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(i) Total Persons, State Totals: The SEETTES table shows the number of benefits 
discontinued in cach State during the year cnded June, 1947:- 





9 TiTES 





et ere er es een Cor ae cee eee ere er ee 


State 








lew South Wales(a) 
ictoria 

jueensland 
outh Australia(b) 


lasmania 
Total 1946-47 
Total 192 Belo} 
a). Includes A SAERe oa ee ASE “Northern Territory. 
ei) Average Duration: In the following table the average duration of benefits notified 
is discontinued during each of the years ended June, 1946 and 1947 is shown for each class 
f benefit and State:- 


IVERAGE DURATION OF BENEFITS DISCONTINUED DURING 10/5= ~16 (a) 


~LND_ 1946-47 ; STATES. 
DT SS SS a | 
Ree es Average = (in weeks) 
















State ee —— Special eee CE: oe 
Mee 925-26 | 1946-77 | 1905 — T19 —s 1945-46 | 1946-47 Te 1946- 
lew South Wales (b) 2.88 6.88 028 5.89 8.20 3.68 eth 





fictoria Bon 5.47 G03.) West \ “yes: Wo <Gron vl" sees 
Peensland 5.08 | 6.55 Wc | 6.50.) vert 1) seco "eee 
Buth Australia (c)| 3.57 | 7.60 hen | Tost 7.9 | ee Ne ayes 
estern Australia tee 4.63 6.76 Gate 9.99 ely 5429 
lasmania Sa eee te Gy Gy, 99,00: 96a MN Goat |) sees 


3.28 | 6,06 (ites bag 


J eee 
eer ——— 


(a) Revised since issue of 1945-46 bulletin, (b) Includes Australian Capital 
Territory. (c) Includes Northern Territory. 


TOTAL 8.93 | dono. | ogee 


eee ae sec pee es ern 





— ee 
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| 6. UNEMPLOYMENT - CLAIMS ADMITTED DURING YEAR AND 
PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT END OF YEAR, 


| (i) Cause of Unemployment: The following table analyses the reasons for termination 
‘of employment in each State as stated by persons whose admission to benefit was notified 
| during the year ended June, 1947. 


Discharges and lay-offs are separations on the initiative of the employers, 
quits on that of the employee, 


| CAUSE OF UNEMPLOYMENT : CLAIMS ADMITTED DURING YEAR 
| ENDED JUNE, 1947 3 ST..TES 


(>=) i ieee ee 


New South | Western 
Cause of Unemployment Soak, Aust. 


a lales(a) 
Discharged or laid-off due to - 
_ Inefficiency, including 

















eee 





medical unfitness ee 617 
Retrenchment including closing 

of establishment A O51. 
Replacement by re-instated 

ex=service personnel etc, 689 
Power rationing ais ene 
Shortage of materials she 562 
Strikes, lock-outs within 

the same establishment .. 3,069 
Seasonal work oe 834 
Casual work ae Leese 
Other reasons, including 

inadequately defined a Sie Be 

quitted due to = 

Medical unfitness, work too 

heavy ri 1,463 
Other reasons, including 

inadequately defined es 910 

Not previously employed - 

Employers, workers on own 

account of 293 
Ex-service personnel not yet 

returned to work ate A8h 
Other ee 5 att 


TOTAL | 12,873 | 16,272 











(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory. (b) Includes Northern Territory. 


Twenty-one per cent. of total admissions notified during the year ended June, 
1947 were due to strikes and lock-outs, 14 per cent. to power rationing, 12 per cent. to 
Beasonal work, 12 per cent to casual work and 10 per cent. to medical unfitness, work too 
heavy, etc. (including inefficiency). 


In New South Wales 24 per cent. of admissions were due to strikes and lock-outs 
(Metropolitan shipyards dispute, November to February, metal trades disputat Newcastle and 
lambton in March and colliery disputes during August, September, October and April) and 
l9 per cent, to seasonal and casual work. 


Sixty-seven per cent, of Victorian admissions were the result of strikes and 
lock-outs (the metropolitan metal trades dispute during November, December and January 
lccounting for 56 per cent. whilst the A.E.U. dispute in the railways and tramways during 
\pril and May accounted for most of the remainder). 


Completion of seasonal and casual work accounted for 37 per cent. of the 
lueensland admissions (mainly in sugar, meat and constructional industries during November 
bo March) and power rationing during July for 21 per cent. 


Twenty per cent. of the very small number of admissions in South Australia 
lere due to the metal trades dispute from November to January and 22 per cent. to medical 
infitness, etc. (including inefficiency), 


Te 


In Western Australia the November strike of engine-drivers which resulted 
also in power rationing accounted for 47 per cent, of admissions in that State. 


Over 28 per cent, of Tasmanian admissions were due to medical unfitness, 
etc. (including inefficiency.) 


(ii) Ages: The distribution of unemployment beneficiaries by age groups is shown in 
the following table:- 


GROUPED AGE = UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIMS AD) ITTED py ING 1946-47 AND PERSONS ON 
BENEFIT AT 28TH JUNE, 1947 AUSTRALIA, 
Grouped Age (as at | -Glaims a admitted during TOLG=L7) |. 


31st_December 1 6 Males __ ” Females Persons 
16-19 years 4,055 1,681 5730 






20-24 " 9,739 a Cy a ey 
25-29 " 9,656 61 | 105267 
30-34" 95310 392 9,702 
35-39 4 8,113 243 8,356 
LO-4A 8,097 208 | 8,305 
I-49 yoo Ho 7 gA36 
50-54 6,802 124] 6,926 
5559 COM 6,715 6,813 
60-64 ™ 5,468 |. es a 

TOTAL | 75,212 | 55276 : 80,488 
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(iii) Industrial Groups: The following statement shows the distribution, according 
to main industrial groups in each State, of persons whose admission to benefit was 
notified during the year ended June, 1947:- 


UNEMPLOYMENT - INDUSTRIAL GROUPS - CLAIMS ADMITTED DURING YEAR 


ce ee SS es ee SS ee ee SS 


ENDED JUNE, 1947 3: STATES . 


ee PEOnmnaSmOnies 
New |... | Sth. iWestenn 














Industry in which 





















iVic- |Queens- Tas-| Common 
. =. eal 2 Takee tg toF2 land soe oe mania] wealth 
igriculture, Pastoral and Dairying iL ae 480 | 5,866 72 
Other Primary Production we 242% 82 583 v 
Coal Mining ed 865 6 102 1 
Other Mining and enone es 102 83 223 1 
Factories and Industrial - 
Founding, engineering, metal- 
working including shipbuilding S275 9264 | 25406 RAN: 
Vehicles, including aircraft .. 163} 798 | 1,536 81 
Textiles and articles of dress.. Pel 2871 2.40 24 
Food, drink and tobacco <% feo) “761. 6,928 107 
Furniture, woodwork, etc. a 195) ALS. A, sds 23 
Other factories, including heat, 
light and power oP 619|1,076 | 1,425 88 
duilding and Construction ee DAAO| Wel 3,814, 96 
lransport and Communication we BAe 7 i 2,60 183 
ommerce and Finance - 
Wholesale and retail trade a 250 lat oid bail Mey fs 148 
Finance and property as 78 L6 | 108 15 
?ublic Administration and Professional 680} 253 | 1,'759 53 
*ersonal and Domestic Service 809! 340 | 1,741 90 
Jther ae ee O 118 6 mere) 
TOTAL | 12873 \16e72 ps 153 jl, 431 


(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory, ae Includes Northern Territory, 


a 
Oe 


The above admissions to benefit according to industrial groups are expressed as 
percentages to total admissions in the following table:- 


UNEMPLOYMENT - INDUSTRIAL GROUPS - CLAIMS ADMITTED DURING YEAR ENDED 


a ee a es Tt Rae RR 


JUNE. 1947 : STATES, 
WERE ie tea) Percentages). yo Be 





























7 ae Percentages 
Industry in which New | Vict-| Queens-| South |Western| Tas- | Common- 
last engaged South oria land Aust, | Aust- | mania | wealth 
et WetiesteNe ee) 
; % i fo fo 
Primary Production Ea Wee) ea) tea ayer 
Factories and Industrial - 
Engineering etc.Vehicles 
etc, ae PA SoG 61.9 TOp6un  3Ae7 aie 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 6,1 cay 18.6 Us aa 
Other Factories Se 8.1 9.1 13 .6 9./ 12 
Building and Construction 8.9 Je oVs NORZ Ge? &. 
Transport and Communication 6) hee eon) alee 8 
Commerce and Finance Ag 8,0 420 divet! | eealg es Te 
Other - (eed Ute eke hole ibe P Wit ee Se 2 
TOTAL 100 he 100 | LOO. L0G 














(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory. (b) Includes Northern Territory. 


(iv) Admissions to Benefit - Monthly State Totals: The number of admissions to 


unemployment benefit in each State during cach month of the yea: ended June, 1947 is 
shown in the following table:- 


ADMISSIONS, TO UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFIT - MONTHIY (a) 


a 





See ee 
























ee see ee pe 
New South Victoria | Queensland pouth Austr West ae Tasmania Australia 

Month oo belie le) Nustro tee eee 

i. M, | Hes M. : ie : M. \ Ie Me ifs ! M. Eye 
neg 
July Peto Tl Zhou 101 ie emer (OU eh. LP o,07L+ 2,49) 
August L256 A. 2125K Aol B58. 5) 29) -| 3,875 164 
September 1,081, 40 46 ~{ 586) ~| 2,791 109 
October ley Al 40 5 ee eae oes eae ~| 3,102 97 
November 25901 VO, “2881 2 1 5,660) 722 - |16,132| 1,001) 
December 3,882} 160 198 2) 448! 18 1} 9,608 324, 
1947 es | 
January 3,496] 77 1; 483) 8 1! 6,649 170 
February 3,446, 97 1 396.) a2 -| 5,903 165 
March 2,984, 123} ci aly ss ps ae LS O72 196 
April 1,579} 80} eRe ee = eT IPAS 
May Too}, 105! me ep all a eae PAG 
June A495) 71 2. i eka ee Soe ii” 
| | | 

YEAR 107 15,645 | 542 32 ,55613,366| 1,368 12 11,113 | 868! 400| 4 173,379 | 5,199 | 

i ee ee vd Ned Siena ea Seer ners nad (Aware ESS 











(a) Four-or five-weekly period ending last Saturday of month. 
(b) Includes Australian C*pital Territory. 
(c) Includes Northern Territory. 


Je 


(v) Average Number of Persons on Benefit at end of each week: The following table 
shows the average number of persons on unemployment benefit at the end of each week in 
each State during each month of the year ended June, 1947 and during each of the years 
1945-46 and 1946-47;= 


AVERAGE NUMBER OF PERSONS ON UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFIT 1.7 END OF EACH WEEK 
1945-46 AND 1946-27 : STATES, 





eee ot eee maa oe cet ee cate ee CE nt RE EN RR RR ERS ES RN CN TS MN 













ey South |. | Victoria 





















































Period eS nie Bee ee 
ee LF. | M M, | Fe 
jas ae 
Year | | 
1945-46 63| 725) 84 | za 559 
1946-47 167) 195} 3 | 9,042! 329! 
: | ' | 
Month 
1946 | 
July 5h) B24) 2 13,290 S38, 3} 7,324, ‘Vil 
August 1,396 | 106! 680 104} 261) 211,295] 40105] 3 | 6,197) 270 
September | 1,545 | 103) 611 85] 179] 2 |1,225| 35/110] 2| 6,138] 248 
October | 1,504] 106! 494! 25/2, ee QG) iss| 2 14,050) 27 tone 51978 250 
Novenber | 1,506 | 79/2,125) 58/3,483 | 79] 177] 3 /1,6641 78/100] 1| 9,055! 298 | 
December | 2,271! 6715,778|184/5,263 | 155] 326] 4 11,167] 35; 93} 214,900] 447] 
| oe 
1947 | | | | 
January 2,519 | 53/3,580}115|6,797 | 175} 324] & |1,042 321 73) 3 |9h,337) 362 
February | 2,395] 49} 990] 4017,486 | 187| 175|3 | 907] 22] 51] 3 |12,004] 304 
March 1,147) 46| 901) 381 7,020 196| 131, 3 | 775} 22] 49) 2 |10 323 | 307 
April 1,483 | 55/1,229| 3715,423 | 168] 129; 3] 756| 191 57/1 | 9,077| 283 
May 11,645 | 62/1,019] sal, 913 | 148} 115|3 | 763} 16! 51] - | ie a 272 
[4275 | 57) 665] 3113, 489 | 133] 10814 | 750 | *15| i 6, 1129 x0| 
re 


ie Includes Australian Capital Territory, 
b) Includes Northern Territory. 
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(vi) Males on Benefit at end of Year - Industrial Groups and Districts: The following 
table shows the distribution of males in receipt of unemployment bencfit at 28th June, 
1947, according to the main industrial groups in each of the principal districts (those 
with over 60 males on benefit) of each State:- 


UNEMPLOYMENT: 


DISTRICTS AND INDUSTRIES 





ndustry_in which last engaged 
; 


eS ee 

















d -—. | S 
o a a fe) 
re oO | « @ | e el 
fe} Ss (OY trea oO n pro ® n 
- maid Pp Oo ~ oO eo oO i) 
WM 0 (as O ed oO “A eo. S ~<a uw s Teen oa 
OS @ cS ty oie) S ae 2) a > hu 
State Sooo eee eee ae Ce) oo ~ 3 o | O-d Gt cl mee 
=> | o ~ ~ by S | ae @ Oo! 
and ee ee ee mea eee alge 
District es eee) 2 yer) eile Gee 
~p ®3 )o% O & 4 0 3 Bm | ag ap 
Blas) |S SS) I) a oO rh is = FS a fey tou fe, 
f=} {S| PO led 4 CO fy Ss 2} fe) a fe) oO © 0 (0) 
o 8 OMS [000 ° ~ Ao oO ‘doo ag fe 
Ss aay |i gsr ust [te ro) apts Sil 36 
IS ep lies) gS) |) Te ac kh ol Oo 
ee = S Peres x peter: bas 
New South Wales- 
Metropolitan 54 2h 5A 59 43} 2 
Bathurst 6 i Ve ay ao ee © 
Broken Hill 10 9 1S 5 LA A 
Lambton 18 ee 16 i aS yy 
Lee ton 3 - di 2 4 
Tanworth 5 2 ial - eee 
All Other Rees on 19 Bel de 
Total N.S... aire! a A ee Mae 
Victoria - 
ile tropolitan 16 us 26 11 Ao AL 
Ballarat ali 3 12 i 2 ik 
Bendigo uA 6 6 2 Bi dk 
11 Other Ug abit alae at: eae Os) See 
Total Vic. __ 86 7 a = Bice 
Queensland = 
Metropolitan 107 143) 18h. 246 | 106) 97 
Bundaberg 10 Hv 26 3 S| ee 
Cairns 7 13 6 if 6} 3 
Charters Towers 5 4 5 6 Al 6 
Ipswich 6 i 6 AM hs 
Mackay is, 2 22 a 5 
Maryborough Zz 6 2 2A Eee 
Rockhampton 3) 20nd ie 
Toowoomba 7 : 2) Oh ey 
Townsville 5 5 is Si 2 
All Other eS) te ees 
Total Qtid. 15 | 238 |e Cue 01139 
South Australia - 
Metropolitan 7 Sealy 
411 Other 3 alt ~ 
otal S. Ay 10 9) 9" 
Western Australia 
Metropolitan 66 68 56 |110 
411 Other Desks: 7 Ue 8 
Total W. A. 9 (Ga Biles Ene 
Tasmania 
Metropolitan 2 ab L 5 
All Other [eee wae an bee ee eee 
Total Tas. 50 a Be See 
Total C'wealth L7G | “720 | 501 {652 
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7. SICKNESS - CLAIMS ADMITTED DURING YEAR AND PERSONS 
ON BENEFIT AT END OF YEAR 


(i) Admissions to Benefit - Nature of Sickness (States): The number of admissions to 


Sickness Benefit notified in each State under the main natures of sickness during the year 
ended June, 1947, is shown in the following table:- 
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es wee k a. New South) Vict- | Queens-|Sth.Aus-|West. Tas= Bere, 
a ickness____liales (a)! oria | land _|tralia(b)! aust, 'mania jwealth 
MALES 
Tnfective and Parasitic Diseases | 870 676 | 509) 2901 328 
Cancer Ne oe 87 76 102 19 es 
Other Tumours .. “A qe oT 53 AL oe 
Rheumatism, Diseases of Nutrition 
and Vitamin-Deficiency Diseases 989 689 397 
Diseases of - | 
Blood and Blood-forming Organs 89 34 | 3h 
Nervous System and Sense Organs 1,465 930; 650 
Circulatory System a 1,392 | 1,000 | 560) 
Respiratory System es 1,861 | 1,350 | 658 
Digestive System ae SyO08 1 2,216.) TyhOL 1,081 
Genito-Urinary System Se 639 4,09 | 389 
Skin and Cellular Tissue we 1,040 580 | 492 
Bones and Organs of Movement 1,05 284, | 192 
Other Diseases (including ill- | 
defined conditions) os 166 170 | 121 
Injuries and Acute Poisoning - 
Fractures oe oe 1590: 4 15262 faa 
Other Injuries, etc. ee Wig ZeD™ tpg On, y abe, 
Operations (original disability 
Menot stated) .. ae auee Th 6s: 
Other (including not stated) .. ee, bi ic) ewes 
TOTAL (ib. O55 lelaeG. 7,210) 25, 
FEMALES 
Infective and Parasitic Diseases 169 215 | 90 73 66 26 639 | 
‘Cancer Ae <s 2h 13 5 6 2 - os 
Other Tumours .,. So Ob 86 | 42 OUR 16 q 270 
|Rheumatism, Disease of Nutrition | 
and Vitamin-Deficiency Diseases 270 189 ia 65 52 49 739 
Diseases of - 
Blood and Blood-forming Organs 103 | pb A 20 Li 8 260 
Nervous System and Scnse Organs 503 386 209 120 115 651 1,398 
Circulatory System ts 164 ALF Ait 68 Us rit 2 p28) 
Respiratory System ae 286 278 102 wo) 106 29 106 
Digestive System ae 830 643 300 219 332 Of) 2 eson 
Genito-Urinary System rae By, 193 sgh 85 95 34 898 
Pregnancy, Childbirth, etc. .. 194 HAO 104 15 137 16 906 
Skin and Cellular Tissue ae 200 135 85 49 66 Dat 566 
_ Bones and Organs of Movement 2 70 Aon 30 26 9 260 
Other Diseases(including ill- 
defined conditions ) in 97 112 59 Al 45 oak 381 
Injuries and Acute Poisoning - 
Fractures - ne 169 116 LA 39 43 tite 2 
WY Other Injuries ae 151 118 55 38 49 12 {23 
Operations (original disability 
mnct stated) .. = 49 76 1S 1 30 6 190 
Mee etude mot stated) 46 | 9s 12 | 5 n 
TOTAL Baie 3,228 | 1,515) 996) 1,253) 215s aie 
— —— —--——-— {__________ Se eee REL em 4 





(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory. (b) Includes Northern Territory. 
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fn analysis of the 57,483 admissions to sickness benefit notified during thee 


year ended June, 1947, reveals the most prevalent diseases, etc, included in each of the 
main types as follows:- 





infective and parasitic diseases - influenza (776 males, 100 females), tuberculosis 


i 





foe), 227)s 


rhoumatism, etc, = " + acute rheumatic fever (432, 161), chronic 
rheumatism and other rheumatic diseases (1,704, 229), ill-defined rheumatism (286, 68); 


diseases of the nervous system, etc. - mental disorders and deficiency (1,712, 1,006), 


neuritis (819, 128), diseases of the organs of vision (610, 71); 


diseases of the circulatory system - diseases of the myocardium (695, 52), diseases of 


the coronary arteries and angina pectoris (646, 17), other and unspecified heart 
diseases (941, 120), varices (734, 98), idiopathic high blood pressure (380, 112); 


diseases of the respirato system - pneumonia and pleurisy (2,238, 322); bronchitis 
; 243), asthma (554, 134), sinusitis (312, 80); 


diseases of the digestive system - appendicitis (3,241, 1,356), hernia (1,611, 68), 


ulcer of the stomach (1,243, 59.. ulcer of the duodenum (795, 34), diseases of the 
pharynx and tonsils (857, 336), diseases of the gall-bladder and bile ducts (435, 195J 


diseases of the genito-urinary system - diseases of the kidneys and ureters (1,105, 327) 


is 
diseases of the genital organs, not spccified as venereal (537, 522); 


- carbuncles (513, 44), cellulitis and acute abseess 


fractures - of the lower limbs (1,774, 159), of the upper limbs (1,607, 179), of the 


trunk bones and vertebral column (850, 62), of the skull (381, 13); 


other injuries - open wounds, perforations and lacerations (1, 078, 64), sprains and 
strains (743, 92), head injuries (482, 47). 


Twenty per cent. of total sickness benefits notified as admitted during the 
year cnded June, 1947 were females but the above analysis of most prevalent diseases shows 
a wide variation in the proportion of females as between diffcrent diseases, 


The highest percentages of females to total persons were recorded in the 


following diseases - diseases of the genital organs (49), mental disorders ete. (37) 


diseases of the gall-bladder, ctc, (31), appendicitis (29) and diseases of the pharynx 
and tonsils (28), whilst the lowest were in the following = injurics (9), carbuncles 


’ and boils (8), heart diseases (8), ulcers of stomach and duodenum (4) and hernia (4). 


(ii) Ages: In the following table sickness beneficiaries are disbributed according 


to age groups:- 


Grouped Age Claims admitted during year co a 
Meat 3ist | ees. 
December 1946 


16-19 years 


20-24 = 
25429 ~(ON 
30-34, i 
35-39 «ON 

ei, 
15-49 

50-54 iy 
p59 «Co 
60-64 1" 

TOTAL 
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On benefit at 
28th June, 1947 
le 
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ess. fe) The following table analyses the 
incidence of males whose admission to sickness benefit was notified during the year 
ended June, 1947, in the main types of sickness according to specified age groups:- 


(iii) Incidence of Sickness according to age: 


SICKNESS IN SPECIFIED .GE GROUPS - MALES ADMITTED 


INCIDENCE OF MAIN TYPES OF 








































e. Nature of Sickness ee aie ee _ Total 
i ie yo 
Infective and Parasitic Diseases Zee 38.5 30.3 100 
Cancer as ge Ue Res 78,0 100 
Other Tumours o Bee) 26,2 Stgd. 100 
Rheumatism, Diseases of Nutrition 
ete, ae 19.4 bore a 100 
Diseases of - 
Blood and Blood-forming Organs eye 2007 Oaleg ali 100 
Nervous System and Sense Organs 22.3 35:60 IOS 100 
Circulatory System me 8.3 P43 69.9 100 
Respiratory System ite 19.8 Cie 47,0 100 
Digestive System Ra 35 42 33,3 B65 100 
Genito-Urinary System ie PRN, 30.2 48.1 100 
Skin and Cellular Tissue ae 27.9 40,0 By alk 100 
Bones and Organs of Movement Bilas BZ LOO 
Fractures an 51 ie 26.6 21.8 100 
Other Injuries ne a eee ir ee Se ee ee CD 
TOTAL: 30.2 S20 100 
Proportion of male population 
between 16-64 years in cach 
age group 24.6 Sores 100 














The effect of age on certain types of disease is already indicated in the 
preceding table. Cancer and diseases of the circulatory system (heart diseases, etc.) 
are shown to be essentially diseases of advancing years, Seventy-eight per cent. of the 
males in the former and 70 per cent. in the latter category were 45 years of age and 
over. Tumours (other than cancer), diseases of the blood and blood forming organs, 
genito-urin@ry and respiratory systems and rheumatism (other than acute rheumatic fever} 
also reveal the same tendency but to a lesser degree, Diseases of the digestive system 
are distributed in practically the same proportions as the male population in each of the 
three age groups, Injuries are more prevalent in the lower age groups due in part to the 
greater activity of youth, Most of the injuries included are non-occupational as 
occupational injuries are generally covered by compensation and therefore do not usually 
come within the ambit of the Act, “WS 


Owing to the rapid decline in numbers of females in employment in the higher 
age groups, the influence of age on the different types of sickness is not evident from 
a similar consideration of females granted sickness benefit, This decline explains in 
part the relatively small number of heart diseases amongst female beneficiaries, 


li. 


(iv) Industrial Groups: The following sta itements show the distribution according to 
main industrial groups of males and females whose admission to benefit was notified 


during the year ended June, 1947:* 


SICKNESS ~- INDUSTRIAL GROUPS ~- CLAIMS ADMITTED D 
ENDED JUNE, 1947 + 























Agriculture, Pastoryal and Dairying 

Other Primary Production 

Coal Mining oe 

Other Mining and Quarrying 

Factories and Industrial - 
Founding, engineering, metalworking 

including shipbuilding 

Vehicles, including aircraft 
Textiles and articles 
Food, drink and tobacco 


a 


oe 
ee 


Omearessiers 


Furniture, woodwork, ctc, oie 
Other factories, including heat, 
Light and power oe 
Building and Construction ° 
Transport and Communication oe 
Commerce and Fiance - 
Wholesale and retail trade oe 


Finance and property 
Public Administration and Perboseticnal 
Personal and Domestic Service 
Other 


lgriculture, Pastoral and Dairying 

Other Primary Productior 

Coal Mining 

Other Mining and Quarrying 

Factories and Industrial - 
Founding, engineering, metalworking 

including shipbuilding 

Welveles, including aricraft + 
Textiles and articles of dress ,, 
Food, drink and tobacco 
Furniture, woodwork, etc. ee 
Other Factories, including heat, 


light and power an 
Building and Construction oe 
Transport and Communication ee 


Commerce and Finance - 

_ Wholesale and retail trade 
Finsnce and property 

Public Administration and Professional 

Personal and Domestic Service ie 

Other ov 


aa a 


DURING YELR 
STATES » 
New ce Eeiceal West. | 
outh j+ ~land | Aust. | rea 
oe PG Giasael aA Oe 
MALES 
~ 900 | 818 928 .335] 419 
259 293r o 255, OT —teZ 
1,264 104, 211 po iad 
77 a] 12) 20) ae 
3,989 | 1,630 Cae 266 
Loy 699 Poo Oop 230 
533 g28} 110! 104 A 
936 820; 805} 340} 185 
528 Ay 230? Aaa 29 
1,628 | 1,352} 375; 460] 320 
1,668 | 1,295 1,149] 575| ‘703 
ula al | 748| 588] 539 
1,299 9701 630 453 128 
Sy 65} 391 «15 23. 
551 314 Bo 122 137 
575 Sis 321) 194! 217 
A) Wome Davee 1S) 151 40 
15,955 | 11226) i 9210|5,207 | 4,563 
a0] a 4 
=i = a 
1 E 
22 55 
hc ) ted 
227. ee 161 
Se ee 
8 4 
304 233 60] 49 
2 a 3 - 
63 105 Loa eee 
582 L410} 266} 221 | 285 
51 33 16] 19 
416 501| 237 | 180) 208 
841 698) 522) B32) 232 
fe noe alah ee 
Be taeee os aeu) an fe 
QA bore . (Ze VUR{ Aree bi 2 , Vv Wwe 


(Q) ee Se Be th ati: Bah t ie) . anf 
\ 


Industry in which last engaged | S 
































20671 46,228 


“Maes conser 





mania] wealth 
























246| 3,646 
100} 1,058 
13) 15734 
190} 927 
| 
133| 7,649 
57) 2,359 
112 ey a 
108} 3,194 
125} 1,911 
173} 4,308 
295) 55685 
219) 1269 
| 
113) 3989 
10: 209 
58| 1,502 
79| 1,904 
Gi ez? 





15. 


8, TOTAL APPLICATIONS FOR BENEFIT AND CLAIMS REJECTED, 


The total number of applicants for benefit whose claims were notified 
airing the year ended June, 1947, and those whose claims were notified as rejected 
4 “ing the same period are shown in the table below. No further dissection of 
jected claims has been made but it is hoped to extract further information at a later 

































‘te. 
‘ TOTAL APPLICATIONS FOR BENEFIT AND CLAIMS REJECTED - YEAR 
f ENDED JUNE, 1947 3 STATES . 
Phe 
~ B ent | _Sickness 
| State Total 
Claims Claims 
Pusa(a) | 35,20 501 
‘ictoria eey lal Li so 02 
fueensland | 54,271 Re Pee 
mem (b) | 4,197 7,888 
y N. Bisel 18,747 6,930 
* “asmania 22922 
TOTAL 38,680 | 68,220 189,514] 49,777 








(a) Includes Australian Capital Territczy.e (b) Includes Northern Territory, 
Rejected applications for unemployment benefit represented over 32 per cent, 


of total claims for unemployment benefit of the total claims for sickness benefit 
approximately 16 per cent, were rejected, 
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